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The Approach of the Ethical
Thought in the Analects—
From the Virtue Ethics Viewpoint

Koon-Kau, Ying
Department of Social Science, The Hong Kong Institute of Education

Address: Flat B, 37/F, Block 1, Hampton Place, 11 Hoi Fan Road, Tai
Kok Tsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong

E-mail: Ludwig.ying@gmail.com

Abstract

The paper explains the core ethical thinking in the Analects, analyzes
the crucia ideas of Ren, Li, Yi, and the Confucian understanding of moral
intention, moral decision and moral judgment, in order to prove that we
can “reconstruct” an ethical theory of the Analectsin a coherent and clear
way, along the approach of virtue ethics. Thistheory has great differences
from the modern western ethics, and this “theory” can be defended
against the accusations of the “anti-theorists’, that is, the problem of
abstractness and impracticality. Moreover, it has its own unique merits.

Keywords: The Analects, Approaches of Ethics, Virtue Ethics,
Rule Ethics, Ren, Li, Yi
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